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Labour Party was definitely hostile. How dare I come back like
a ghost from the past: the Liberal Party was dead and I had no
right to resurrect it. I was coldly informed that my party was no
longer recognised, that I could claim no seat on committees, either
for myself or my colleague, and that if I was to have a place on
committees I must look to the official opposition. Of course, such
an attitude offends the whole principle of the Local Government
Act under which the L.C.C. functions. That Act recognises no
party, each elected member has equal responsibility before the law.
I was informed that I must belong to the majority side or the
minority side and that the majority could not recognise any splinter
parties, a doctrine going very close to some of the totalitarian theories
so fashionable 'these days. However, I was not going to accept
this doctrine lying down, and I made a vigorous protest at the first
meeting of the Council.

In the House of Commons I was accustomed to every courtesy,
from the Prime Minister downwards. I see no reason that any
member, however unimportant or however small his following,
should be made to feel he was not wanted.

Once a member is elected to a representative body, the essence
of democracy is that he is entitled to all the privileges and rights
of :he institution to which he is accredited. I have reason to
believe that some members of the Labour Party by no means
approved of this attempt to boycott myself and my colleague.

Anyhow, it has been singularly unsuccessful. It has just put
me on my mettle. I have already been involved in at least one
scene, which is certainly not to my liking. But I have gone to the
County Council to do a job of work, to lend a hand in the replanning
and rebuilding of war-scarred London, and above all, to play a
part in moulding a new system-of education which the Act of 1944
provides for but which will require all the skill and goodwill of all
parties if it is to be translated into action. I do not want to be
dragged into bitter party controversy. I am ready to act with all
men and women of goodwill to make'our great city a better place to
live in for those fine people who so bravely stood up to the blitz.
I am.inclined to think I have won the first round, and that I shall
be allowed to play my proper part in local government* I do
not for a moment admit that work in such a great body as the
L.C.C. is in any way inferior to membership of the House of
Commons. But if it is to be worth while, every member must
have freedom of judgment. The pretensions of the party caucus
must be clamped down. I do think I have already introduced a
blast of fresh air into the rather foetid atmosphere of County HalL
Time will show!

Thanks to the courtesy of the official opporftioa who coaM